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SUBJECT: SITUATION OF MOBIL TANKER 

REF.: LUANDA 1084 

1. DEPARTMENT CONVEYED INFORMATION IN REFTEL TO MOBIL 
OFFICIALS. THEY HAVE INFORMED US THAT AFTER CLOSE STUDY OF 
LUANDA HARBOR, THEY NOT PREPARED SEND IN TANKER. THEY 
INDICATE TANKER MUST PASS WITHIN ONE MILE OF FORT AND PRO- 
CEED SEVERAL MILES BEYOND. THEY CONTINUE TO RECEIVE REPORTS 
OF RANDOM FIRING AND. IN VIEW OF HIGH COMBUST ABILITY OF 
PARTIALLY LOADED TANKER, THEY BELIEVE RISK TO CREW,AND 
POSSIBLY TO PEOPLE ON SHORE AS WELL, IS TOO GREAT. ONE 
OFFICIAL SPECULATED ON POSSIBILITY THAT ONE OF NATIONALIST 
GROUPS MIGHT CONCLUDE ITS INTERESTS WOULD BE SERVED BY 
FUEL SHORTAGE AND FIRE ON TANKER. 

2. MOBIL OFFICIALS STATE THAT THEY NOT CERTAIN OF EXACT 
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LOCATION "MOBIL REFINER" BUT THAT IT HAS INSTRUCTIONS TO 
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REMAIN OFF COAST NEAR LOBITO. THEY STATE THAT MOBIL REP 
LUANDA WAS APPARENTLY IN COMMUNICATION AUGUST 7 WITH 
ANOTHER TANKER NEARER TO LUANDA WHICH HE MISTAKENLY BELIEVED 
TO BE "MOBIL REFINER." THIS OTHER TANKER HAS CARGO OF 
LUBRICANTS. 

3. BELIEVE BEST WAY OPEN TO US TO CONVINCE MOBIL TO 
RECONSIDER IS TO TELL THEM WE HAVE ASSURANCES FROM MPLA 
AND FNLA THAT THEY WILL DECLARE TRUCE FOR UNLOANDING. 

SUGGEST YOU SEEK SUCH ASSURANCES AND REPORT RESULTS. KISSINGER 
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